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FOREWORD 


The Army Family Research Program (AFRP) has served as ARI's 
mechanism for supporting our sponsors, the U.S. Army Community 
and Family Support Center (CFSC) and the Army Chief of Staff's 
Army Family Action Plans, since 1986. This codebook provides the 
information needed to analyze and interpret the soldier data col- 
lected as part of this effort. 


The U.S. Army Research Institute for the Behavioral and 
Social Sciences (ARI), with assistance from the Research Triangle 
Institute, Caliber Associates, Human Resources Research Organiza- 
tion (HumRRO), and the University of North Carolina, is conduct- 
ing the research under a part of the ARI 6.3 (Advanced Develop- 
ment Program). This research is sponsored by CFSC pursuant to 
the LOA dated 18 December 1986, "Sponsorship of ARI Army Family 
Research." 


The AFRP will provide additional information of interest to 
these Army professionals, including (1) service needs and access, 
(2) factors that influence adaptation to Army life, (3) how fami- 
lies influence career decisions, (4) how unit activities affect 
and are affected by families, and (5) how to better handle typi- 
cal Army stressors such as family separation and relocations. 
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1989 AFRP SOLDIER AND FAMILY SURVEY: SOLDIER DATA FILE CODEBOOK 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


Requirement: 


The Army Family Research Program (AFRP) was designed to 
address the research objectives outlined in the 1983 White Paper 
by Chief of Staff of the Army (CSA) Meyer, and to investiaate 
issues raised by subsequent Army Family Action Plans (1984--12%. 
In order to meet these research objectives, a worldwide survey of 
a representative sample of Army soldiers, their spouses, and 
their supervisors was distributed ir calendar year 1989. 


Procedure: 


A three-stage sampling design wes used to identify a repre- 
sentative sample of soldiers. Data from over 11,500 soldiers 
were collected from 381 units at 111 sites. These soldier data 
were transformed into a SAS data file. This codebook presents 
the variable names, values and value labels, and edit flags con- 
tained in the soldier data file. 


Findings: 


This codebook does not contain research findings. 


Utilization of Findings: 


This codebook enables researchers to analyze the soldier 
data file and respond to the questions and concerns of Arry 
leaders, program managers, policymakers, and members of the 
research community. Information on soldier attitudes, experi- 
ences in the Army, satisfaction with aspects of their work and 
family lives, retention plans, and readiness are included in the 
data file and available for analysis. These issues are key in- 
terests of members of the Army community concerned with maintain- 
ing a well-adiusted, high quality, and ready force. 
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